
13 WAYS TO 
LOWER YOUR 
WATER BILL 
THIS SUMMER



Every summer seems to come with a dreaded spike in utility bills. Most house-
holds will work tirelessly to control the thermostat, and they’ll even sweat it out if 
they have to, but minor improvements in water habits could be the only thing you 
need to keep your bills from spiking even when the use of your AC increases.  



IN THE KITCHEN

Of course, you use water to cook and clean, but even your appliances use water every 
day. Here are some ideas to improve your efficiency in the kitchen.

1. Inspect your Appliances

That little drip, drip, drip of small leak can be massively expensive. Toilets, faucets 
and dishwashers can all be susceptible to damage. It’s important to take some time 
to examine all of your appliances for any problems that need to be fixed sooner rather 
than later. 

2. Give Your House an Appliance Upgrade 

New appliances aren’t just about looks. Investing in the latest upgrades when it comes 
to your washing machine and dishwasher will give you the opportunity to buy based 
on efficiency, which will include both the amount of electricity and water needed to 
operate the appliance. 

BONUS TIP: Only use your dishwasher or washing machine when you have a full load will also 
reduce your water usage each month by reducing the number of times you use the appliances. 

3. Stop Hand Washing Dishes 

Yes, you read that right. After you buy an efficient dishwasher, it’s time to put down the 
sponge and start using your new appliance. The average dishwasher will only use 6 
gallons per cycle. The average facet uses about 2 gallons per minute, unless you can 
do all your dishes in less than 3 minutes, then it’s better to just let it do its job. 

4. Add aerators to your faucets

There is a good chance most of your faucets already have aerators installed on them, 
but what does that little screen do exactly? The mesh screen helps reduce the flow 
of water by introducing air into the stream. The will help retain the feeling of a high 
pressure flow while reducing consumption and splashes around the sink. Save money 
on your bill and time cleaning up — that’s a win-win.



IN THE BATHROOM

Of course, there are the obvious solutions to lowering your water bill like turning off the 
water when you brush your teeth or taking shorter showers, but here are a few tips to 
take your conservation to the next level.

6. Install Low-Flush Toilets during the Next Bathroom Renovation

Eventually, you will need to replace your porcelain thrones. When you buy your next 
one, go with one that is geared toward water conservation and efficiency. This will 
dramatically cut back on your water usage, and if you have a septic system, you are 
less likely to deal with waterlogged lateral lines from flushing.

7. Choose Low-Flow Shower Heads

You shouldn’t need to power wash dirt off your back. You would be shocked at how 
much water you can save by changing your shower head to one that will help you 
conserve water. You will still get the same clean feeling every time you get out to dry 
off, and you will get a better feeling when your water bill comes in.

8. Turn Off the Shower While You’re Shaving or Soaping Up

If you have a shower head with an on off switch on the nozzle, you can find water 
savings by shaving with the water off. You may find it easier to lather up and scrub 
down without the water washing off the suds before they do the dirty work. Plus, ‘it’s 
easy to cut your usage drastically each shower with this simple habit.



OUTSIDE

Saving water outside is just as important as what you do in your home when it comes 
to your water bill.

9. Install a Rain Barrel to Water Plants

Rain barrels not only give you fresh water for your plants but also gives you the chance 
to help reduce the runoff water the city municipality has to capture and clean. A 
rain barrel will save about 1,300 gallons of water during the peak summer months, 
according to the U.S. Environmental Protection Agency. 

On average a rain barrel can lower water bills by about $35 a month in the summer if 
you are using the water for your yard instead of municipal water.

10. Hardscape Parts of Your Lawn to Reduce Watering Requirements

Going along the outside edge of your flower beds with a narrow river rock bed built 
as a french drain can help shrink the amount of yard you have to hydrate. Plus, when 
torrential rains head our way, it will quickly move water away from your home. Better 
yet, it is an additional barrier for weeds and grass.



Call BL3 at:

North Oklahoma City: (405) 895-6640
South Oklahoma City: (405) 237-1414

to schedule one of our experts to come out to your
property for an estimate for your plumbing 
problems.

11. Don’t Overfill Your Pool or Spa

When you overfill your pool and spa, you are risking water splashing out of the skimmer 
baskets or over the edge. Unless you are worried about the levels of your entertainment 
pieces while you are away for a while, don’t regularly overfill them. Instead, cover them!

12. Use a Pool Cover to Reduce Evaporation

Covering your pool while you are away from your home every day can help keep the 
water where you need it most. If you use a thermal blanket for your pool, you can 
enjoy a warm, refreshing swim when you get home without having to add water and 
additional chemicals too!

13. Turn Off Unnecessary Fountains or Sprayers to Reduce Evaporation

Setting the timers on your outdoor fountains to only run when you are home will save 
energy costs, but it will also help keep the water from splashing and evaporating away.

If you tackle this checklist of recommendations, then you’ll be on your way to keeping 
your water bill in check during the hottest months of the year. If you do find leaks, you 
can have a big problem if you don’t address it quick.


