
HOUSEHOLD 
PLUMBING 
INSPECTION 
CHECKLIST



If you’re planning on purchasing a home, a key step before completing the sale is 
scheduling a professional home inspection. This gives you the chance to investigate 
the property and uncover any problems that need to be addressed before 
purchasing. And if you’re able to attend the walk-through, it gives you the chance to 
ask questions freely without the seller present.

If your purchase agreement includes an inspection contingency (which it should), 
an inspection will reveal any serious flaws – allowing you to walk away from the 
deal without penalty, or request the seller to make the repair before closing. A 
home inspector will check many, but not all the components of your home due to 
limitations related to safety, accessibility and expertise. 



In a scenario where an inspector can’t assess a component of your home, they’ll likely 
refer you to a specialist in the field. (That’s where we come in.) Each home’s plumbing 
has its own issues and applications. Here are the most common items professionals 
check for during a plumbing inspection: 

 � Perform an in-depth leak check throughout the home.

 � Test out shutoff valves on water supply lines under fixtures. 

 � Check any visible pipes and joints for signs of corrosion: bluish green depos 
 its on brass and copper, rust on iron and steel.

 � Look and listen to the drains in your sinks, tubs and showers. A slow drain is  
 an obvious indicator of a clog. Gurgling could mean the same or a blockage  
 in the drain vent.

 � Clean out the traps under your sinks to help protect against future clogs. 

 � While you’re under the sink, look around for leaks, or signs thereof: stains,   
 mildew, warping or peeling.

 � If your refrigerator has an ice maker, take a look at the water supply tubing   
 and connection to ensure no leaks are present.

 � Check faucet aerators and shower heads for clogs or debris and clean them  
 if necessary. 

 �  Examine the caulking around the tub/shower, shower doors, toilet bases,   
 and sinks (including the kitchen). If any spots are dried out, missing or   
 questionable, remove the old caulk and replace with fresh silicone.

 � Without using too much force, try to move or rock your toilets. If there’s   
 movement, check the mounting bolts at the base. If these are tight,    
 the flange may need to be replaced and the toilet reinstalled.

 � Remove the tank lids off your toilets and check for any obvious signs of   
 wear or damage to parts. If you have a running toilet and the flapper    
 is in good shape (forming an even seal), perform some troubleshooting to   
 determine the problem.

 � Any rarely used toilets in the house? Give them a flush to make sure things   
 are as they should be. 

 � Examine washing machine hoses for cracks or brittleness, ensure the   
 connections are secure, and that the surrounding walls and floor are dry.

 � Check your water pressure regularly using a test gauge. An ideal pressure is  
 somewhere between 4065 psi.



Water leaks are one of the most commonly found problems during a plumbing 
inspection. The severity of the problem, however, is largely dependent on how much 
time has passed and how far the leaking has traveled. 

It can be difficult to locate the source of a leak since water travels, but it’s crucial to do 
so – and quickly. Leaks can destroy walls, ceilings and even cause mold to develop. 
And, if there’s a leak in the ceiling and enough water builds up, it could potentially 
collapse. 

Make sure the water is turned on during the inspection. During this time, your plumbing 
professional should run faucets in the home for a period of time to allow any possible 
leaks to reveal themselves. Any standing water near the property is also a sign of 
leakage and should be further inspected.

To learn more about new home inspections and how you can care for your plumbing 
before you move in, reach out to our team today at one of our two locations. One of our 
pros will be happy to help you troubleshoot!

In Summary

You can reach us at:

North Oklahoma City: (405) 895-6640
South Oklahoma City: (405) 237-1414

And, We’re open 24/7, so if you find yourself in 
a messy situation, you can call for emergency 
plumbing help! 

 � If you haven’t done so in the past year, flush your water heater and replace   
 the anode rod, if necessary. 

 � Check the temperature and pressure relief valve on your water heater for   
 proper operation. 

 � Be sure to know the locations of the main water shutoff, as well as your   
 sewage clean-outs, and give them a quick test to ensure everything is   
 working.


